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In a press conference on April 15, the chief trade negotiators for the US, Mexico, and Canada said
they were satisfied with progress on the latest round of talks on parallel accords for the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which took place in Mexico City April 14-15. But despite
the optimism, no major agreements were announced. Top US negotiator Rufus Yerxa told reporters
that the three countries maintained their common goals of creating more jobs and strengthening
trade relations. Yerxa also reiterated that the cornerstone of the US position at the negotiations is to
establish a trilateral commission which would address issues related to trade disputes, labor, and
the environment. The commission would be empowered to sanction governments and businesses
that fail to cease unfair trade practices. The panel would not, however, have authority to subpoena
information from governments or businesses. For his part, Mexico's chief negotiator Herminio
Blanco emphasized that Mexico's position on three basic principles has not changed: that NAFTA
negotiations will not be reopened, that no protectionist measures will be introduced, and that the
sovereignty of the three countries will be respected. Blanco described the talks as "constructive and
useful." The negotiators have not announced a time or place for the next round of negotiations on
the parallel agreements, although in early April it appeared that consultations would be scheduled
every two weeks. Some NAFTA proponents in the US are concerned that discussions of the treaty
might become overshadowed by debate over President Bill Clinton's economic stimulus package.
In fact, US Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen had asked US legislators not to independently
consider NAFTA until the president's budget package is completed (for more details see SourceMex,
04/14/93). Nevertheless, US Senator Pete Domenici (R-NM) expressed confidence that NAFTA will
be ratified by the Senate once the supplemental agreements are negotiated. He said a decision on
the US domestic economic package will be made by July, leaving plenty of time for the Senate and
Congress to focus on NAFTA ratification before January 1994. In Mexico, Sen. Jesus Rodriguez, who
chairs the Senate Finance Commission, said the Mexican Senate will begin discussions on NAFTA
on April 20. (Sources: Agence France- Presse, 04/13/93, 04/14/93; Notimex, 04/14/93, 04/15/93; United
Press International, 04/15/93; Reuter, 04/13/93, 04/15/93; New York Times, 04/13/93, 04/16/93)
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